


























Area Families 
Mark and Linda Ahlquist 

Mark son of Olaf and Dagmar Ahlquist, was born 8-3-1956 in 
Chirng~, IL, and Linda, born 2-14-1957 to Richard and Darlene Lim­
bach, were married 5-27-1978 in North Bend. Linda graduated from 
Midland College in 1979 and has taught art at Cedar Bluffs 3 years, 
Leigh 2 years, and now teaches at Wahoo. Mark, a 1978 Midland 
Coll<'ge graduate, taught Social Studies at Howells 4 years before 
coming to Morse in 1985, buying and operating the Double A Saloon. 
They bought a home on Second Street, the former residence of 
Charl<'s Chvatal. The Ahlquists have 2 children: Erik, 6, and Adam, 
3. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Allen 
Sam was manager of the Dawson Grain Company elevator in the 
1940's and 1950's. They lived in the house now owned by Adolph 
Havlovec. Their children, Delbert with his family lived in 
Washington, D.C. and Aileen with her daughter lived in Omaha. 

Billie D. and Kathleen Allender 
Billie and Kathleen Lambertus Allender, wed in 1970, have pur­
chased and remodeled the former Frank Urban home. They moved 
to Morse from Millard in 1987. 

James and DeeAnn Allender 
Jim, born 6-3-1934, and DeeAnn Buchholtz, born 7-1-1941 in 

Morse Bluff to Albert and Lilly Buchholtz, were married 11-4-61 in 
Salina, KS. Jim was raised and educated in Fremont, and served in 
the Marines from 1956-1958. DeeAnn grew up in Moise and 
graduated from North Bend High. After several nioves, James and 
DeeAnn purchased DeeAnn's homeplace in 1968, in the southwest 
corner of Morse. Jim was an iron worker in Omaha until 1985. Since 
that time, he· has been at home due to a job-related accident. 
DeeAnn works at Shanahants Grocery in North Bend. Children: 
Talbert Dean (7-26-70); and Kristina (2-28-72.) 

William J. and Violet Allender 
William (2-26-1911), Ames and Violet Beerbohm (5-2-1912), Beemer 
were married 12-19-1932, living in Fremont and Cedar Bluffs before 
moving to Morse in 1971. William was employed in Omaha and 
retired in 1974. Children: Jimmie; Peggie Ziegenbein, Omaha; Jane 
Janovec, Texas; Billie; and Gene, Fremont. 11 grandchildren, 1 
great grandchild. 
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Frank and Mary Bartosh James and Anna Bauer 
Frank Bartosh, born Jan. 1879, Morse Bluff, son of Frank and 

Josephine·Bartosh, was married to Mary, daughter of Anton and 
Mary Chvata~ 1-15-1907. Children: Irene, born 1907, married Joe 
Wachal, Prague; Francis, born 1909, married Mildred Huff, North 
Bend. Frank was a bookkeeper in North Bend for a short w_hile 
before farming the Bartosh homestead for nine years. On 4-12-1915 
he became· the manager of the newly established Farmer's Grain 
Company in Morse Bluff. He continued as manager when it.became 
the Dawson Grain Company .. He retired in 1943. After the death of. 
Mrs. Bartosh's mother, they moved to Prague _to live with her 
father. Frank died 8-26-1968. Mary is living at Arbor Manor, Fre­
mont, NE. She.was 101 _years old in Nov. 1986. Hei- remaining fami­
ly consists of a daughter-in-law,- grandchildren_ and great­
g_randchildren, all liVing out of the state._ Her rri.emories of her days 
in Morse Bluff are plentiful and eajoyable. 

Dan and Kathleen Bauer 
Dan, born 7-13-1947-to Joe and Lillian Bauer, and Kathleen, born 

3-27-1947 to Steve and Dorothy Chromy, were married 4-12-1969 at 
St. George's Church in Morse. Both grew up in.the Morse area. After 
marriage, they lived in North Bend 2 years, then moved 4 ·mi. s. of 
Morse to the homestead of Josef Hines, Dan's great-grandfather, a 
farm that has been in the Bauer family over 100 years. Dan works 
for Terra Chemicals in North Bend and farms. Children: Kr_istine, 
born 1970; Deborah, 197_2; Danielle, 1976; Rebecca, 1978; Nicholas, 
1981. They are members of St. George's Catholic Church. Both 
parents and children attended Dist. 14 school. 

James Albert Bauer (4-1-1890 -1-11-1983) was born on thP 
farm in Morse Bluff. He married Anna Josephine 
(3-28-1893 - 12-28-1984) of Prague, NE on 2-22-1916 in 
They were the se_cond generation to reside at the Baller 
btiilt in 1903. They had· four Children: Marietta Bauer Humlicek 
Leona Bauer.(died at age 5), JOseph Donald Bauer, and • ' 
Eni.est Bauer. Jim was a farmer and. Anna a homemaker. 
daughter-in-law of Josef -Bauer, died 62 years after Josef on 
same rrionth and date (12-28) and was buried on.the saine =••mn •"'ii 
and date (12-31). They .had a close relationship as in-laws. 

Jim. and Anna Bauer, Marietta, Jimmie and Joe 

Jan and Anna Bauer 
Jan Bauer (1831-1917) was born in Spanov, Domazlice, Bohemia. 

His wife, Anna.Mach (1830-1896), was born in Kycovev, Cechach. 
They came to the U.S. in 1871 to New York and went straight to 
Omaha to apply for a homestead. They bm1ght an 80 acre 
homestead on 4-2-1877 for· $700.00. This homestead was in the 
Bohemia Township, W1h-SW¼-Sec. 35-17-5. Children: Josef, ,Jan, 
Lawrence, and Mrs. Bauer Storm. Jan was a vintner and planted 
many varieties of grapes on the side of the cre_ek on the ·original 
homestead. Anna was a homemaker. 

Jeff and Louise Bauer 
Jeff, born 1-25-1953 to Joe and Lillian Bauer, and Louise Anne, 

born 9-22-1953 in Omaha to Francis and Maxine .Powers, were mar­
ried 6-12-1982 at St._ Charles Catholic Churc;h in North Bend, NE. 
They have 2 children: Joseph Michael, 3, and Anastazia Louise, 1. 
They live 1 mi. s., 3 mi. w., ½ mi. s. of Morse. Their children are the 
6th generation to live in the farm house built in 1903. Jeff is a 
farmer, corn salesman, and substitute :inail carrier. Louise is a 
special education teacher for the ESU .#2 in Fremont. The Bauer 
family was hOnored as "Pioneer Farm Family of Nebraska" in 1986; 
a:n honor given t() families owning the same farm for 100 years, 

Dan and Kathy Bauer, Rebecca, Kris, Nick, Debbie, Danielle 
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The Donald Hines Family - Tom, Jennifer, Erin, Arlene, Bob 

Edward J. and Irene Hines 
Ed, son of Edward V. and Agnes Hines,·born 12-20-1922 in Morse, 

and Irene, born 3-27-1926 in Abie, NE to James and Stella Hanis 
Slosser, were married 2-23-1946 while Ed served in the army. They 
had 3 sons. Kenneth died as an infant. Ronald ·received his educa­
tion .in Business Administration and Accounting at the U_niversity of 
Nebraska, Omaha, and now rei,ides in Arizona. Keith married Col­
leen Murphy, born 8-9-1960.-to Nick and Norma Murphy ·of No.rth 
Bend. Keith trained ·in Auto Paint and Body Work at Metro Tech, 
Omaha, and .is employed by Woodhouse Ford, Blair, NE. Colleen 
works for Walmart Store in Fremont, NE. Their daughters are 
Sheena Renae, and Stephanie. Ed and Irene farm near Morse on 
land family owned for-almost 80 years. They are members of St. 
George's Catholic Church; Irene is a member of the Altar Society. 

f 
Edwa"rtl J., Keith, Irene 

Edward V. and Agnes Hines 
Edward, son of Frank A. and Katherine Hines, born 11-13-1895 at 

Morse Bluff, and Agnes, daughter of Joe C. and Lena Pabian, born 
5-22-1894 at Prague, NE, were married 9-15-1921 in the Wahoo 
Catholic Church. Ed grew up in the Morse area and as a young man 
worked in the local elevator. He was Chairman of the County 
A.S.C.S. board for many years, enjoyed photography, belonging to a 
Camera Club. Agnes grew up on a farm near Prague, attended Fre­
mont Normal College, taught school in Dist. 85, and worked at the 
Morse Bluff Bank before marriage. An avid painter and member of 
the Fremont Art Assoc., she has local historic scenes among her 200 
plus paintings. Her oil of Dist. 51 school won Honorable Mention at 
the Governor's Art Show and was displayed at the State Capitol. 
She was member of .Just Neighbor's Extension Club for41 years. Ed 
and Agnes ertjoyed farming more than 50 years. Like their parents, 
they celebrated their 50th .wedding anniversary. Ed died suddenly 
at their home, 10-17-1971. Agnes continues to live in Morse. 
Catholics, they have a son Ed and daughter Joan. 

Edward V. and Agnes Hines 

Frank A. and Katherine Hines 
Katherine, daughter of Vaclav and Anna Cherny, born 10-15-1871 

at Cernekovic, Czechoslovakia, came to the U.S. and directly to 
Saunders County with her parents to a farm near Linwood. Frank 
was born to Frank Sr. and Mary Bures Hines on a farm near Lin­
wood. Oh 4-11-1893, Frank and Katherine, along with Mr. and Mrs. 
F.R. Hines and Mr. and Mrs. Jim Cerri.y of North Bend, drove to 
Cedar Bluffs and then to Wahoo in a spring wagon where they were 
all married. Frank farmed a few years, then moved to Morse where 
he managed a dry goods and gn)cery bus.ine'ss. Later, he entered 
into the hardware business. He farmed again for 12 years before 
retiring in 1921. Frank was on the School Board when Dist. 14 
school was built, was a member of the Fire Dept., a photographer 
and bee keeper. Children: Edward V., Albert, and Alice Hobza. 
Katherine died 1-8-1945; Frank A. died 6-17-1946._ Both are buried 
at Killian's Cemetery. 

50th Wedding Anniversary-1943 Alice Hobza, Frank, Albert, 
Katherine, Edward V. 

Frank Hines Sr. and Mary 
Frank Hines Sr. was born in Koryta, Slovakia 10-16-1850. In 1870 

he married Mary Bures, born 7-22-1859 in Sedlice, Czechoslovakia·. 
That same year they immigrated to Braidwood, IL, and in 1871 to 
the Morse Bluff area where they settled one mi. s. and one mi. w. ()f 
Morse, near the present Gene Simanek farm. Frank, along with 
others, would travel baCk to Braidwood for winter work while tlle 
women stayed back and- took care of the home. Mary gave birth to a 
son one winter, only 2 weeks after Fiank left for Braidwood. After 
the first son was born, Frank only went as far as Omaha (on foot) to 
search for-winter work. Children: Frank A.; Anna, Mrs. Frarik 
Ruzicka, North Bend; Mary, Mrs. Jim Cherny, North Bend; and J.B. 
Hines, Wahoo. Frank died 10-22-1926. M~ry died 12-30-1935. Bot.h 
are buried at Killian's Cemetery. 
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Frank and A_nn_a with great-grandson Edward J. 
fic;t.J:!.,y' 

• t'ft1,.~v 
Frank R. and Anna Hines 

Frank R., born 8-8-1870 in Braidwood, IL, came with his parents 
to the Sand Creek area to homestead in 1872. Frank married Anna 
Nesladek, born 11-8-187~. They had 10 children: Frank, A_nna, 
Christina, Mary, Albina, Emma, Joe, ·Victor, Otto, and Emanuel. 
Frank, Christina, and Emanuel died in infanc_y. Frank and Anna 
i.ive·d on a farm 2 mi. s. and½ mi. w. of Morse. In 1935 they moved 
into town to a residence on Kate Street. Frank died 10-11-1951 in 
tolumbus, NE. Anna died 1-28-1960. 

Frank R. Hines Family Back: Alby, Frank R., Anna, Mother Anna_, 
Mary Front: Joe, Emma, Victor 

Jim and Diane Hines 
Jim, born 11-14-1949 in Fremont, NE, and Diane, born 5-1-1952 in 

Omaha, NE to Robert and Maxine Bladt, were married 9-15-1973 in 
Atlantic, IA, where Diane gr·ew up. They moved to the Morse area 
in 1974 from Lincoln, NE, settling 5 mi. s. of town. Jim received a 
B$ in Computer Science fi;om the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
and works as a systems analyst for the University. Diane graduated 
from the Nebraska Methodist School of Nursing as a registered 
nurse and works at Bryan Memorial Hospital in Lincoln. Both enjoy 
bridge, Nebraska football games, and snow skiing. Their children: 
Jill, born 4-22-1982, and Michael, born 2-7-1978. 

Joe and Helen Hines 
Joe, born 3-6-1903 to Frank R. and Anna Nesladek Hines on a 

farm 1½ mi. s.w. of Prague, NE, were married at Wahoo, 2-14-1928. 
Joe gre·w up in Morse; Helen in Prague. They farmed and milked 
cows· for 55 years until retirement. The parents of Arnold, Morse 
Bluff, and Ruby Fencl, Elkhorn, NE; they had 6 grandchildren and 4 
great-grandchildren. They celebrated their 55th wedding anniver­
sary 2-14-1983. Joe died at Birchwood Manor in North Bend 
8-7-1983; Helen on 12-4-1986. Both are buried at Killian's 
Cemetery. 

John and Adeline Hines 
John, son of John 0. and M_arie Vavak Hines, was bon;i. 8-19-1927 

in Morse. Adeline, daughter of Frank and Anna Mach Vanek was 
born 10-6'-1926 in Prague, NE. Married 2-8-1949 at the Presbyterian 
Ch_urch in Praglle, NE, they lived on a farm 4¼ mi. s. of Morse. They 
now live·2¼ mi. s. of Morse in a new home along Highway 79. John 
farms, and has served on Dist. 54 schoolboard. Adeline is a member 
of the Get-Together Extension Club and Prague Presbyterian Ladies 
Guild. Both are members of the Mariners Club and have served as 
elders of the Prague Presbyterian ·church. Children: James, Mark, 
both of Morse; John D., married,Nancy Allen, 3 children John, Lind­

. say, and Mitch. 

John and Adeline Hines and grandchildren 

John 0. and Mary Hines 
John Otto, born 7-15-1882 in Morse Bluff to Joseph and Anna 

Zakovec.Hines, and Marie Vavak, born 8-25-1889 in Prague, NE, 
were married 8-15-1916. Children: Ervin Rudolph (1923-1973), 
Lillian Bauer (1925), and Jo_hn (1927). After John Otto's death, his 
widow married his brother, James. James was born 9-13-1876 and 
died 3-29-1939 in a car-train accident in North Bend, NE. John Otto 
Hines died 2-20-1936 in rural Morse Bluff. Mary died 4-19-1980. 
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Family of Joseph Hines I Mark and Patrice Hines 
Joseph was born 3-12-1823 in Bohemia. In 1866 he came to 

Chicago, IL with his children: Joe II, Frank, John, and Mary. A year 
and one-half later they moved to Braidwood, IL where they worked 
in the coal mines. In 1871 he came to the Morse Bluff area. His 
descendants span 6 generations and 115 years in the Morse area. 
Joseph died 10-11-1906. 

Joseph and Anna Hines 
Joseph Hines ll, born in 1845 in Bohemia, and Anna Zakovec, 

born in 1846 in Bohemia, were married 10-16-1868 in IL. They 
moved from Braidwood, IL to homestead 80 acres s. of Morse, land 
owned by Joe Bauer and John Hines today. Joseph walked back to 
Illinois during the slack season on the farm to work in the coal mines 
to pay for stock and implements. A leather pocketbook used on 
those trips is a family heirloom being passed down to the oldest son 
of his family. Joseph died 2-11-1931; Anna died 12-24-1934 in Morse 
Bluff, NE. 

Joseph and Anna Hines Family Back: Jim, Frank, John, Joe Front: 
Emma, Josef, Mother Anna, Anna 

Joseph E. and Lizzie Hines 
Joseph, born in 1872 in Morse Bluff to Josef and Anna Zakovec 

Hines, and Lizzie Racek, born 12-8-1882 in Morse Bluff, were mar­
ried and lived s.w. of Morse where they farmed. Children: Mildred 
Buzek and Julia Kuska, both of Milligan, NE. Josef died 2-25-1918 
when he was killed by a falling tree. Lizzie married again and 
moved to Milligan, NE. 

Mark, born 1-6-1955 in Fremont, NE to John and Adeline Hines 
and Patrice, born 3-17-1957 in West Point, NE, to Franci<; and Pif 
Minarick, were married 9-16-1978 in Snyder, NE. They live on 
family farm 4¼ mi. s. of Morse. Mark .attended college in Hays, 
and Midland College, Fremont, NE. He now farms and owns 
stock. Patrice attended St. Mary's College in Omaha and 
registered nurse. Children: Adam, born February 1981; Neil, 
June 1983; and Laura, born December 1986. 

Marvin and Karen Hines 
Marvin Otto, born 3-8-1937 to Otto and Rose Travnicek Hin·e!:>, 

grew up near Morse and attended Tarkio College in Missouri. Karen, 
born 10-23-1938 in Seward, NE to Wes and Irene Wattles Rohren,_ 
grew up in Seward and Fremont. They were married 4-29-1961 -iii 
Fremont, and live on the home place s. w. of Morse. Marvin served_ 
on the Dist. 14 school board, the Dist. 95 school board at North 
Bend, and is a volunteer fireman. Karen is secretary at the North 
Bend grade school. Both are members of the United Presbyterian 
Church in North Bend. Children:· Lori Lynn (2-26-1962) graduated 
from So_utheast Community College in Lincoln, is a dental assistant-, 
married Kenneth Beranek, has a son, and lives near Cedar Bluffs. 
Jeffrey Marvin (10-14-1963) was valedictorian of High School class-,. 
graduate of Southeast Community College in Beatrice with a degree 
in Ag Management, married Barbara -Hynek, lives in Fremont, and 
farms 100 acres e. of Morse. Cheryl Kay (1-3-1965) is a registered 
nurse in Lincoln, NE. 

Keith and Colleen Hines, Sheena, 5, and Stephanie, 3. The Hines 
family lived in the Blancha,rd house on Maud Street. 

The Marvin Hines Family: Todd, Kenneth and Lori Beranek, CtoerYl,- • • •• 
Barbara, Jeff, Karen, Marvin 
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Otto Hines Family Thomas and Joan Hruza 
Otto, born 11-16-1906 in Morse to Frank R. and Anna Nesladek 

Hines, and Rose Travnicek, born 9-28-1914, were married 2-26-1935 
in Fremont, NE. Son Marvin was born in 1937, and Elaine, born in 
!940, is married to Wm. C. Jones. Elaine graduated from University 
of Nebraska, Omaha in 1983 and was a buyer for Brandeis. Bill is 
Vice President of Omaha Public Power. Their children are Mike and 
Linda. Otto and Rose lived on his father's farm when first married; 
moving in 1972 to a farm 2 mi. s. and ½ mi. e. of Morse. Rose died 
shortly after the move. Otto remarried 2-16-1974 to Iola Ek!und 
Buresh in Gresham, NE. Iola was the widow of Edward Buresh and 
was a cousin of Rose, Otto's first wife. The Hines family are 
members of the United Presbyterian Church in North Bend, NE. 

Elaine, Marvin, Rose and Otto Hines 

Otto and Iola Hines 

Hattie Joy Houtby 
Hattie was the beloved teacher of elementary grades at Dist. 14 in 

Morse for 11 years. Born 9-25-1909 at North Loup, NE, she grew up 
there, attended Fletcher College at Oskaloosa, IA, and received a 
degree from Drake University at Des Moines, IA. She taught in 
Winterset, IA, Washington County, Fremont, and Winslow before 
coming to Morse in 1964. She retired May 197[! after 35 years of 
teaching. Hattie remained in the community being involved with 
community activities and the Methodist Church. In 1982 she moved 
to Fremont and died a few months later. 

Tom, born 12-17-1930 to Alois and Marie Hruza, and Joan, 
daughter of Ed V. and Agnes Hines, born 7-29-1931, were married 
8-9-1956. Tom grew up in the Grand Island-St. Paul area, worked 
his way through college, and graduated from UNL. He served as an 
army lieutenant in Korea, worked for Robinson Seed Co, then Allied 
Chemical Corp., and began farming near Morse Bluff in 1968. He's 
served on the local school board, Morse Dike Board, and State Soy­
bean Association Board. He • is director of Northeast Nebr. 
Telephone Co., mayor of Morse Bluff, and member of the VFW and 
Legion. Joan graduated from UNL, taught 6 years, was local school 
board member, 4-H leader, and Extension Club member. Hruzas are 
Catholics. Children: Cynthia, 7-27-66, is a broadcasting and jour­
nalism student at UNL. David, 5-21-60, graduated from UNL with a 
B.S. in Economics. He was a loan officer for ITI in Council Bluffs 
until his unexplained_ death 2-2-86. Suzanne, 2-8-58, married Ted 
Granger, son of Ted and Eleanore Granger of North Bend on 
7-11-81. Dr. Suzanne Granger graduated from UNL, and UN Medical 
School, and is now a Radiology Resident at St. Joseph's Hospital in 
Omaha. Ted attended UNL, graduated from Midland College, Fre­
mont, and operates Granger Graphics of North Bend and Fremont. 
Their daughter, Elizabeth, was born 10-6-86. 

Suzanne, Cynthia, Tom, Joan. David Hruza 

Dr. John C. Hubenbecker 
Dr. J.C. HubenbeCker delivered almost all the babies born in this 

area between 1916 and 1960. At the Old Settler's Picnic at North 
Bend in 1958 over 500 of his babies signed a memory ·book Dr. 
Hubenbecker was known as one of the best diagnostic men in his 
field. His ''tall'' stories were part of his remedy as he believed that a 
good dose of laughter was part of the remedy. Dr. Hubenbecker 
came to Morse Bluff in 1916 after graduating from Creighton 
Uni_versity and interning at a hospital in Denver. He continued his 
practice, making house calls and seeing patients in his office until a 
few months before his death in 1962. In 1946 he moved his office to 
North Bend but lived in Morse until his health failed and it was 
necessary for him to be closer to medical assistance. Dr. 
Hubenbecker was born at McCool Junction, NE. He married Louise 
Callahan in Denver in 1916; they.came to Morse Bluff as a newly­
wed couple. There were 2 children: Johnny, who died of injuries 
received in an auto accident only 2 blocks from home in 1936 and 
Lennice who married Robert Heidrich and has 3 children. 
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Ernest and Marietta Humlicek 
Marietta, daughter of James and Anna Bauer, born in Morse 

Bluff, married Ernest J. Humlicek of Linwood, 6-5-1940. Ernest 
came to the Cedar Hill area in 1926 from Brainard, NE. From 
1934-1937 he taught Dist. 15; from 1938-1939 intermediate grades 
in Dist. 14. June 1939, he started as a shoe clerk at Penneys in Fre­
mont, working there until 1948 when made manager of Penneys in 
Tekamah. After 2 years he moved to Omaha where he managed the 
South Omaha Penneys Store from 1950 to 1966. From 1966 to 1976, 
he managed the store in Hastings. In 1976 he retired after 37 years 
with the company and continued to live in Hastings. Children: 
Karen Sedlacek, Patricia Gehringer, and Robert, all of Omaha, and 
Kevin of Lincoln. 

Marlett.a and Ernest with Karen, Patricia, Bob and Kevin 

John and Mary Humlicek 
John and Mary Svoboda Humlicek moved to the Morse area in 

1928 living across from the Cedar Hill Church on the farm now 
owned by Frank Sloup. They stayed a.few years, then moving to 
Tekamah and Colon, NE. John, -born 11-8-1888, died 6-24-1956. 
Mary, born 9-16-1889, still lives_ in her house in North Bend. They 
bad 3 children: Blanche Nesladek, Ernest, and Victor, born 
10-10-1918. Victor married Virginia Loch, November 1948 at the 
U.S. Naval Station Chapel in San Diego, CA, while serving 10 years 
in the navy. They live in Hartford, CT, and have 3 daughters and 3 
grand.children_. 

Ed Hynek Family 
Ed (2-22-1894 to- 1-27-1982), son of Frank and Rose Hynek, and 
Anna (3-30-19_08), daughter of Vaclav and Rosie Lodl, were married 
in a double wedding with brother Frank Lodi and _Mary Lorenc on 
9-25-1928. They farmed s.w. of Morse. Children: Richard (2-8-1930) 
marr_ied Doris Sisel ahd farms the homeplace; Normari (5-19-1932 to 
9-28-1966) married Kathy_ Vyhlidal. Farmed_ near Morse Bluff. 
Children: Norma, Janet and Pamela: Ilene (1-6-1937) married Ar­
nold Divis and has 5 children, Karen, Audrey, Paul., Douglas and 
Robert. 

Norman, Anna, Ilene, Ed, Richard 

Emil and Katie Hynek 
Emil born 4-12-1886 s.w. of Morse Bluff to Frank and _Rose Kasik' 

Hynek of Czechoslovakia, and Katie, born 11-9-1889 in Prague, NE. 
to John and Mary Rerucka Kaspar of Czechoslovakia, were marri.e·ci 
1-26-1910 in Wahoo, NE. They lived 4 mi. s. of Morse, 
Richard Hynek now lives, and farmed till retirement. In 1946 
built a new home on the western edge ofMorse. Frank, .the 
brother of Emil, lived across the road and they farmed togethet.­
Children: Henry, Phillip, George. Emil died 3-12-1967; Katie 
1-24-1976. 

Frank Hynek Family in 1885 
l to r: Fred, E_mma, Frank Jr., (Jo_e in front), Fi:ank Sr. Frank 
(1-2-1853 to 7-25-192-5) of Moravia and ROse (1-6-1855 to 2-5-1940} 
of Svata Pobrativea, came to the U.S. in the spring of 1874. They 
farmed s.w. of Morse. 9 children: Fred, Joe, Frank Jr., Emma, Em~,·, 
Willie, James, Ed and Mary. 

George and Dorothy Hynek 
George, born 2-23-1918 in Morse Bluff to Emil and Katie 

and Dorothy, born 11-30-1919 in Colon, NE to John and Anna 
man, were married 4-20-1941 in Cedar Bluffs, NE. They farm-,4 "'··· 
s. of Morse. Children: Sharon, Mrs. Bill LeGrande of Cedar 
Katherine, Mrs. Bill Romine of St. Marys, GA; Imogene, Mrs.•Tine<!. 
Dow of Clarksville, AR; Marilyn, Mrs. Steve Groeteke of Fort 
lins, CO; and Tammy, Mrs. Quinn Dunker of Morse. 
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Kathy; George, Tammy, DOrothy, Sharon; Imogene and Marilyn 

Ray and Dorothy Hynek 
Ray, born 9~3-1922 on a farm near Prague, NE, to Joe and Dora 

Hynek, and Dorothy, born 12-14-1930 in Morse to Nick and Mary 
Wagner, were married 11-3-1956 at Macomb, IL. Ray was in the ser­
vice and later was an electrician. The family lived with Dorothy's 
mother in her house at the top of the hill on Rose Street. Children: 
Daniel; Shirley, Mrs. Randy Cerny of North Bend; Judy, Mrs. Larry 
Wesely of Morse Bluff, son Travis; and Beverly Hynek of Fremont. 
Ray died 9-15-1979 in Omaha after a long illness. 

Left: Ray Hynek 

John Joseph and Emily Janovec 
John, was born in Bohemia 10-12-1876 to Mr. and Mrs. J-ohn 

Janovec who iillmigrated to U.S. in 1892 homesteading _in the 
Bohemia precinct. John attended Fremont Normal School in 
1897-1898 and then worked in the Bank of Morse Bluff. In 1900 
John bought and operated a general store in North Bend. In 1906 he 
sold that business and purchased the Hines and Vopalensky Hard­
ware at Morse; in 1910 he added a furniture and undertaking 
business. On 6-12-1902, he married Emily, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Anton Soukup. They had a son, Raymond. John was City Clerk and 
a member of the Dist. 14 school board, Z.C.B.J., and Ancient Order 
of United Workmen. 

John J .. , Raymond, Emily Janovec 

Frank and Maria Jelinek 
Frank Jelinek, born in Moravia, immigrated to U.S. in 1872. 

Maria, daughter of Vaclav and Josephine Bunda was born in 
Moravia and immigrated to U.S. in 1869. They were married 
5-23-1885 in Fremont, NE. They farmed west of Morse Bluff, later 
retired and moved to town on Kate Street. Frank was the custodian 
at District #14 School. He· died in 1931. Maria-died in 1946. Both are 
buried at Czech National Cemetery. Children: William F. Jelinek, 
Victor Jelinek, Augusta Walla, and Josephine Vopalensky. 

Above; Frank and Mary, Vic, Will, Josie 
and Gustie 

Left: Ray Hynek Family 
Dorothy, Ray's brother, Art, Beverly, Dan, 
Larry and Judy Wesely, Dorothy's mother, 
Mary Wagner, Shirley Cerny 

Jakub and Josephine Jelinek 
Jakub Jelinek was born in 1829 in Srkovice, Moravia, Austria, 

where Josephine was also born. They immigrated to the U.S. in 
1871, settling w..of Morse Bluff and farming. Jakub was killed in 
187 4 while fording the Platte River with a load of lumber. He has 
the oldest marked grave at the Czech National Cemetery (Killian's). 
Children: Joseph, John, Frank, Mary, Josephine, and Fred. Frank 
was the father of William whose 2 daughters, Ruby (Bauman) and 
Elaine (Vlasak) still live in the area. 
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William and Alma Jelinek Frank and Mary Kaplan 
William is the son of Frank and Marie Bunda Jelinek, born 

7-19-1887 5 mi. w. and l mi. n. of Morse Bluff. Alma, the daughter 
of John and Matejak Jelinek, born 2-17-1895 at Ansle-y, NE, and 
William were married 6-10-1912 at Mankato, MN. William was a 
rural school teacher and a farmer. They retired in 1948 and moved 
to Morse Bluff living on Kate Street. They had 2 daughters: Ruby, 
Mrs. V .G. Bauman; and Elaine, Mrs. Frarik Vlasak. William died on 
3-3-1958. Alma died 11-29-1979. Both are buried at the Czech Na­
tional Cemetery. 

The Jones Family 
The Jones family, the only black pioneer family in northern 

Saunders County, were Civil War Veterans and both former slaves. 
They had wanted to homestead by Cedar Hill but due to the fact 
that he served as an orderly taking care of the General's Horse, he 
was not technically a "Veteran and could not receive certain 
homestead benefits that they needed. Instead, they settled s.e. of 
Morse, directly n. and e. of the present Curtis Fleming farm. They 
had a large family; some of the children are buried in the Fleming 
cemetery. Mr. Jones exchanged help with Walter Fleming Sr. who 
helped him build his house. In return he cut weeds in the corn by 
hoe for Walter. Walter and Robert Fleming played with the Jones 
children; they were students at Dist. 54. As the children grew up, 
the family moved to Omaha. 

Barta and Mary Kadlec 
Barta and Mary Urban Vasina Kadlec lived on the northeast cor­

ner of Third and Kate Streets in a home built by .J.P. Shavlik. They 
were married 4-20-1909. Mary's 3 children - Charles, Ethel, and 
Marie Vasina - lived with them. Mary was a professional 
seamstress. Many young ladies learned to sew using her instruc­
tions. Her work included new dresses as well as rnehding and 
remodeling. During the depression years this was a full time occupa­
tion. Barta Kadlec died in 1934. Mary continued making her home 
here with the exception of the summer months when she woi:ked in 
the resort areas west of Minneapolis. She sold her home on 3rd and 
Kate in 1946 and moved to a mobile home on the lot west of the Post 
Office: Later she made her home with her daughters and at Birch­
wood Manor where she died 8-3-1970 at the age of 93. 

Frank, born 6-6-1867, Bohemia, son of Anton and Anna Kaplan 
and Mary, born 6-13-1881, Rescue, NE to Jan and Antonia Hahl 
were married 6-26-1906 at Prague, NE. Children: Helen (ti-~11"IHO})° 
George (2-1-1909 to 7-11-1986), Emil (8-22-1911 to 3-27-IHHG). arid­
Emma (8-28-1913 to 4-27-1923). Frank immigrated to th(' U.S. ih 
1891 and to Nebraska in 1896. He spent 9 years as a laborer hefor(~ 
entering the harness business in 1900. Frank was active in dvk af­
fairs serving as Justice of Peace, 1904-1906 and served as a cou'n-' 
cilman for many years. During World War I he woi-ked in behalf ~f 
the Z.C.B.J. Lodge, Plzen #9 of which he was a member in support 
of Liberty Loan Drives and other benefits for the Czechoslovakiait 
Army and National Council. Frank and Mary lived on Kat(• Street..-· 
Frank died 9-11-1940 and Mary, 12-6-1969. Their daughter. Ifolert' 
active in the Methodist Church and Sunday School, tauiht -.iL 
District #91 for 5 years and in Cedar Bluffs 41 years beforp retiring' 
in 1971. On 6-1-1970 she married Cecil ,J. Dey and now lives in' 
Gresham, NE. 

George, Frank, Helen, Emma, Mary, Emil 

George ahd Sylvia Kaplan 
George, born 2-1-1909 in Morse Bluff to Frank and Mary I-Iaba 

Kaplan, supported himself through the University of Nebraska ear­
ning a degree in Mechanical Engineering. Because of the depres­
sion, no employment could be found; therefore, he worked in his 
father's Harness and Shoe Shop, and as Village of M.B. Wat.er and 
Street Commissioner. He married Sylvia Hanis of Plasi,_daughter of 
Vaclav and ..Caroline Hanis on 10-24-1939 in Lincoln. Children_: 
David; George and daughter Nicole, all of Omaha; and Carol, h,µs'-' 
band Doug Haase, and children: James and Barbara of Frcmorit. 
During World War II, George worked at the Nebraska Ordnance 
Plant in Mead. After that, he operated an electric, plumbing, and 
heating business from his home; with help from his sons, worked oli 
almost every home in the area. He also worked as Water Comrt1is.:. 
sioner until suffering a stroke in 1981. He died 7-11-1986 and is_ 
buried at Killian's Cemetery. Sylvia continues in her 20th year of 
work at Arbor Manor at North Bend. 

George, Sylvia with 
David, Carol, and 
George Jr. 
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Frantisek and Antoine Karpisek Joseph and Marie Karpisek 
Frantisek, born 1-28-1833, and Antoine, born 6-13-1842, were 

both born in Czechoslovakia, immigrated to U.S. and farmed in the 
Morse Bluff area. Joseph Karpisek was their son. Frantisek died 

5_18-1908 and Antoine 12-19-1901. They are buried at Killian's 
cemetery near Morse Bluff. 

George and Carol Karpisek 
(ieorge, born 8-10-1939 to George and Lydia Karpisek in Morse 

muff, and Carol, adopted daughter of Francis and .Marjorie Brabetz, 
Cmtis, NE, was born 12-10-1939 in New Port, OR. They were mar­
ried 8-14-1958 at Gering, NE. They came to Morse when married 
and operated a grain and dairy farm. Children: Kirn, born 
4-17-1960, married Larry Spough, Lincoln; Cindy, 10-8-1961, 
Omaha; Robin, 11-17-1962, married Hob Timm, Linwood; Kelly, 
1-20-1967, married Mike Fujan, Fremont; and Chris, 7-30-1968, stu­
dent at NebraSka Wesleyan in Lincoln. George quit farming in 1979 
and now works for Stormor in Fremont. Grandchildren: Robert Kar­
pisck, Kevin and Jessica Timm, and Michelle Fujan. 

Bob and Robin Timm, George holding Bob Karpisek, Carol, Kim 
Spaugh, Kris, Kelly Fujan, Cindy Ault 

George and Lydia Karpisek 
George, the son of Joseph and Marie Karpisek, was born 

10-28-1903 in the Morse Bluff area. Lydia, daughter of Frank and 
Emma Hlavac Kriz was born 6-4-1904 ip. Abie, NE, but grew up in 
Carter, SD. It was there she married George 8-4-1929. They farmed 
and had dairy cows 3 mi. w. of Morse where they i-aised their 
children: Dorothy, Mrs. Frank Lastovica, Omaha, 2 children; 
Marjorie, Mrs. Paul Larson, Omaha, 4 children; Leona, Mrs. Harold 
Soukup, Fremont, 6 children; and George of Morse Bluff. They 
retired and moved to a home across the road from their farm home. 
Lydia died in 1980; George in 1982. 

.Joseph (1869-1948), son of Frantisek and Antoine Karpisek, and 
Marie Hajek Karpisek (1870-1938) lived and farmed near Morse 
Bluff. Joseph was 4 when they immigrated to U.S. His family 
farmed near Linwood in Butler County. They bought their farm 3½ 
mi. w. of Morse in 1918. They had 7 children: Eva Auberton; Bill, 
wife Blanche; Kathleen; George, wife Lydia; all deceased: and 
Anna, Mrs. Ostrum of Salida, Co; Tony, wife Irene of Denver, CO; 
and Ivan, wife Helen of Omaha, NE. Joseph and Marie are buried at 
Killian's Cemetery. 

William Karpisek (1898-1978), son of Joe and Marie Karpisek, and 
Blanche Warta Eaton, daughter of Ben and Enima Warta were mar­
ried in 1948. Blanche had married W.A. Eaton in 1930, was 
widowed in 1946. Children: Leroy, Zane, Ben and Jack Eaton. Bill 
was a farmer and WW I vet, Blanche, a news correspondent for the 
North Bend and Wahoo papers for 23 years. 

Albin and Mary Kavan 
Albin, son of John and Anna Vopalensky Kavan, born in Morse, 

married Mary Clare Pacl of Abie, NE 1-23-1923 at Wahoo, NE. They 
fanned 3 mi. s. and 1 mi. w. of Morse and owned a fine herd of 
Brown Swiss dairy cows for many years. They built their home in 
1923 and lived there 60 years. Mary belonged to the Just Neighbors 
Extensi6n Club 40 years. Children: Albert, married Agnes Ludvik, 3 
children, Cedar Bluffs, NE; Irene, married Ernest Blatny, 5 
children, Macedonia, IA; Norman, married Norma Swanda, 4 
children, Colon, NE; Delores, married Jack Nitz, 2 children, Cedar 
Bluffs, NE; and Don, Melvin, and Nancy Williams, all of Morse. 
There are 26 grandchildren, 27 great-grandchildren, and 1 great­
great-grandchild. Mary died in 1982. Albin is at Birchwood Manor 
Nursing Home, North Bend. 

Don, Melvin, Nancy, Albert, Delores, Norman, Irene Seated: Albin 
and Mary 

Donald Kavan 
Don (1938), son of Albin and Mary Kavan has lived all his lif-e in the 
Morse Bluff area, attended the University of Nebraska at Lincoln 
and farms s.w. of Morse. He is involved in many local activities. He 
married in 1962, is the father of 6 children. 
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Eugene and Debra Kavan Gerald and Rosemarie Kavan 
Eugene, born 3-14-1951 to Leonard and Pat Kavan of Morse Bluff, 

and Debby, born 3-9-1953 at Chanute, KS to Clifford and Patricia 
Schnedler were married 4-22-72 in Chanute, KS. Debby moved to 
North Benct· in 1967 with her parents. Both Gene and Debby are 
NBC graduates. Gene worked at Magnus Metal 2 years, Weldon In­
dustries 2 years, and has since been' a carpenter. Debby cooks at 
NBC. Children: Robert, 8-31-72, NBC student; William 3-4-75; 
Dwayne 2-2-76; and Dale, 11-16-83, all students at Dist. 54. 

Robert, Gene, Bob, Dale, Below: Bill, Dwayne 

Frank and Anna Kavan 
Frank E., born 2-11-1875 in Morse Bluff to John and Anna 

Vopalensky Kavan, and Anna, born 2-8-1883 in Prague, NE to Mike 
and Barbara Wesely, were married 11-2-1903 in Prague, NE. They 
settled 2½ mi. s. and¼ mi. w. of Morse. They farmed, milked cows, 
and raised chickens. Children: Sylvia, married Ignac Odvody, 1 
daughter, Malmo; Frank, married Clara Hava, 3 children, Morse; 
Agnes, married Art Sickmyer, Mountain View, MO; Emma, married 
George Simanek, 2 children, Malmo; Anna, married Bill Simanek, 2 
sons, Schuyler; and Evelyn, married Bill Figge, 3 children, 
Havensville, KS. Anna died 12-10-1966; Frank died 11-28-1946. 

George and Ethel Kavan 
George, born in Morse Bluff, and Ethel Ostry, born in Prague, NE, 

were married 1-7-1947 in Prague, NE. They came to the Morse Bluff 
area in 1960 to a farm s.w. of Morse from Mead, NE. George joined 
the navy in 1943 alld was stationed in the Soloman Islands. After 
serving 3 years, he returned home to farm and married. The Kavans 
lived in Mead 16 1/2 years and had 4 daughters: Joyce Ruzicka, Sue 
Mixon, Cindy Pollard, and Karen Kavan. They moved to Morse 
where George worked at the Blevins Popcorn Plant 9 -years and 
farmed. George 'is semi-retired"- now farms part-time, and raises a 
few goats and cattle. They live 2 mi. s. 2 mi. w. and 1/J mi. s. of 
Morse. 

Gerald, born 12-12-1949 to Leonard and Patricia and Rosemarie 
born 7-19-1954 to Norma and Charles Prchal of Cedar Bluffs, wer; 
married 7-26-75. Rosemarie was a graduate of Cedar Bluffs High 
and Gerald of North Bend High. Gerald served in the army hefor_e· 
marriage. He works at the Schuyler Packing Plant, and ROsemarie 
at Touch'n Go Station in Cedar Bluffs. Children: Timothy (6-10-76); 
Derek (11-15-77); and Shane (12-26-80); all are students at Dist. 54. 

Tim, Gerald; Dei-ek at the top, Shane, Rosemarie 

Jeanne Kavan 
Jeanne, daughter of Emil and Genieve Pellan of Mead, was married 
in Colon, NE in 1962. She came to Morse in 1964. She works at 
Birchwood Manor in North Bend and SCOMR in Wahoo. Children: 
Jeffeqr, 23, senior at Wayne State College, married and has 1 chHd; 
PatriCk, 21, junior at the University of Nebraska; Douglas, Ht, 
sophomore at Kearney State College; Corey, senior and Dona, 
sophomore, both at North.Bend Central; Zachary, 5. 

Above 
Back-Pat, Jeff, Doug, 
Front-COrey, Zachary, Dona 

Left: Jeanne Kavan 

Karen, Cindy, Sue, Joyce With George~and Ethel 
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Joie and Alice Kavan John and Anna Kavan 
Joie, born 11-4-19_21 in Morse Bluff to Joe L. and Tillie Mach 

Kavan, and-Alice, born 3-28-1926 in Prague, NE to Adolph and Lillie 
Vyhlidal Ostry, were marri~d 8-26-1947 in Pragu~, ~E. Joie joined 
the army in 1944, served with a tank destroyer umt m Texas and an 
engineer unit in France, was transferred to the Philippines, _then 
discharged in 1946. After service, he married, rented and lived on a 
farm near Wahoo till 1966. He moved to the 1876 homestead of his 
grandfather John, land that provided home to generations of 
Kavans for over 100 years. Joie is a current member of the VFW in 
North Bend, American Legion,. and was past member of the Fire 
Department. Joie and Alice have 3 children: Marvin, married Susan 
Livingston in Virginia, now lives in MS; Joe~-, married Elizabeth 
Gale in New Jersey; and Connie, wife of Elmer Ruppert. Connie and 
Joe E. live in Morse. 

Back: Connie and Elmer Ruppert, Joe and Elizabeth Kavan, Center: 
Kyle and Danny Ruppert, Alice and Joie .Kavan, John Ruppert, 
Front: Sarah Ruppert, Amanda Kavan 

Joe's daughter April Marvin, Susan, Brad Kavan 

J:obn Kavan, born 11-25-1849, accompanied his parents to the 
U.S. in May, 1869, settling in Iowa. He worked as a laborer in 
Omaha 2 years. In 1873 he homesteaded southwest of Morse Bluff 
and married Anna Vopalensky, born 7-26-1854. They were married 
on 5-5-1873 in Fremont, NE. Their 13 children were: James J. mar­
ried Agnes Shavlik; Frank married Anna Placek; a baby dying at 
birth; Mary, died a victim of chicken pox as an infant; Mary married 
John Hoffman; Fred died at age 6; Edward married Mamie Thede; 
John R. married Emma Nemec; Agnes married Louis Prochaska; 
Anne married Charles Kubik; Milada married Rudolph Kouma; 
Joseph married Tillie Mach; and Albin married Mary Pacl. John died 
7•7-1926 and Anna, 2-15-1937. They are buried at Killian's 
Cemetery. 

John and Emma Kavan 
John, born 2-4-1884 in the Morse area, and Emma Nemec, born 

2-3-1886 5 mi. s.e. of Linwood, were married 1-21-1908 at Cedar Hill 
Catholic Church. They farmed their homestead until 1944 when 
they retired and Leonard fanned. John and Emma built the house 
that their grandson Eugene lives in today. Children: Matilda, born 
3-5-1912, died 7-9-1912; 'Lillian, Margaret, Adeline, Mildred, 
Leonard, and Wilma. Mildred, born 3-21-1920, lives at Malmo, mar­
ried Raymond Brabec, 3 children; Wilma, born 8-3-1928, married 
Wilfred Wesely in 1950, lived at Malmo, 2 sons; Wilfred died in 1960 
and she married William Vlcek, have t daughter, live in Omaha. 
John and Emma's other children lived in the Morse area. John died 
9-17-1966; Emma 11-6-1972. • 

Joseph and Tillie Kavan 
Joseph Kavan, the 12th child born to John and Anna Kavan, 

resided on the Kavan_homestead southwest of Morse with his wife, 
Tillie Mach, who he married 3-23-1920 in Wahoo. In 1922 they built 
a new house on the homestead. In 1966 they retired and moved to 
Schuyler. Joseph died 7-31-1970 and Tillie died 6-6-1982. Children: 
Joie married Alcie Ostry; George married Ethel Ostry; Helen mar­
ried Donn Settles; Richard married Dorothy Wesely; Ruben married 
Ann Scholz; Maxine married Bernard Kratky; Lester married 
Marlene Freidman; Joan Kavan\ and Marcella married Irvin 
Shestak. 

Joie, Lester, Ruben, George, Richard 

Back: Frank, Ed, John R., Joe, Albin. Front: Mary Hoffman, Agnes Prochaska, John, Anni}__, 
Anna Kubik, Milada (Mildred) Kouma ,, Joe and Tillie-50 years 
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Leonard and Patricia Kavan 
Leonard, born near Morse 8-22-1925 to John Kavans, and Pat, 

born 9-27-1927 in North Bend to Bernard Emanuels, were married 
6-5-1946 at St. Charles Catholic Church in North Bend. They live 3 
mi. s. of Morse. Leonard has farmed since his father retired in 1944, 
Leonard was in the construction business 20 years; he helped at the 
NBC school and Firehall interior. He was secretary of NFO for 
several years, was president along with his· 3 sons. Kavans are 
Catholics. Pat has been church organist for 30 years, member of the 
Altar Society, and secretary of an Extensions Club. They received 
the Homestead Award in 1976 for having a family-owned farm for 
100 years. The family attended Dist. 54, were active in 4-H winning 
champion and reserve-champion awards for their cattle. Children 
(all delivered by Dr. Hubenbecker): Larry, 8-31-1948 (U.S. Navy 4 
years, married Eugenia Nattress 9-28-74, divorced 2-85, 1 son); 
Gerald (12-12-49) and Eugene (3-14-51), both of Morse Bluff; Bever­
ly, 1-24-53 (married Alan Ratkovec 9-2-72, lives at O'Neill, NE, 3 
children; and Marilyn, 7-7-54, married Clyde McDaniel 10-26-74, 
one son, in Wahoo. 

To the right: Pat and 
Leonard 

Clyde, Marilyn, Clinton 

Alan, Beverly, Kolby, Jason, Paula Larry and Nick 

Melvin and Dorothy Kavan 
Melvin, born 12-19-1928 in Prague, NE to Albin and Mary Kavan, 

and Dorothy, born 8-14-1928 to Rudolph and Agnes Ludvik in 
Weston, NE, were married 9-14-1948 in Wahoo, NE, where Dorothy 
grew up. They raise grain and livestock on the farm 3/4 mis. and 1 
mi. w. of Morse. Daughters showed Champion Brown Swiss dairy 
animals at County, district, state, Ak-Sar-Ben, and Waterloo, IA 
fairs. In 1965, the Kavans were the Farm Family of the Week on 
WOW-TV._Melvin and Dorothy are 26 year NFO members. Melvin is 
a 25 year member of the fire department. Mary Jane (Jayne) was 
Dist. 4-H Dairy Queen, 1968 Linc6ln School of Commerce graduate, 
is employed at National Bank of Commerce, Lincoln. Loretta Jean 
(Laurie) was both Dist. 4-H and Ak-Sar-Ben Dairy Queen, 1971 
graduate of Lincoln School of Commerce, works for Donnelly 
Marketing, married Steve Lindgren 5-8-76, vice-president of Lin­
coln Comhusker Bank, 3 children. 

Dorothy, Laurie, Melvin, Jayne 

Richard and Dorothy Kavan 
Richard, son of Joe iind Tillie Kavan, and-Dorothy, daughter 
vik and Alice Wesely, were married 1-10-1951 at Sacred 
Church, Cedar Hill. Richard is a WW II veteran and a 
member. Dorothy is an Altar Society member. They have 
daughter, Diane, (Mrs. Dan Kortum) and 3 grandchildren, 
Brandi, and Heather 

Ruben and Ann Kavan 
Ruben, born 7-19-1929 in Morse to Joe and Tillie Kavan, and-AiiI.{; 

born 6-4-1933 _in Brainard, NE, to John and Anna Scholz, were mar:: 
ried 11-23-1957 in the Schuyler Court House. They farm 3½ m:i. 
1¼ mi. w. and 3/4 mi. s. of Morse, on land family owned fot 
years. Ruben is a member of the VFW, American Legion, Fire 
and the Saunders County Livestock Feeders Association. Ann 
member of _the Legion and VFW Auxiliaries. They 
Z.C.B.J. Children: Ruby, Mrs. Ray Urban, works at First Fede1ra.L0> 
Lincoln at Wahoo; Roland, graduate of Southeast 
lege of Beatrice, farms and works at Hormels; Ruth, 
Southeast Community College in Lincoln, works as 
at Georgia Pacific Lumber Co. in Lincoln; and twins, Dean --·.c.•••i" 
Deanna in college, where Dean majors in accounting and Deann 
an education major. 
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Ruben and Ann with Deanna, Ruth, Roland, Ruby, Dean 

Rudolph E. and Emma Kavan 
Rudolph, born 12-6-1884, and Emma, born 3-11-1891 in Morse 

Bluff to Joseph and Anna Zakovec Hines, were married 2-17-1914 in 
Wahoo, NE. Rudoph and EmmaKavan lived on a farm southwest of 
Morse until 1929. He served on the Dist. 78 ~chool board for a few 
years. They moved north of North Bend and in 1954 retired and 
_moved to Fremont, NE. Children: Wilma Mares, born 1915; Vlast.a 
Kavan, 1917, Raymond, 1920; and Arnold, 1931. Wilma and Vlasta 
live in Fremont; Raymond and Arnold in North Bend. Rudolph died 
1-6-1979; _Emma died 3-10-1982. 

Vaclav (Vencl) and Veronika Kavan 
Vaclav (Vend) Kavan, born 6-2-1825 in Plzen, Bohemia, married 

Veronika Sucky, born Sept. 1825. Vaclav died 6-4-1897 and 
Veronika died 2-6-1911. Both are buried at Killian's Cemetery. 
.Children: Anna (1861-?)married Mike Racek, Morse Bluff; John 
(1849-1926) married Anna Vopalensky, Morse Bluff; James 
(1853-?), Howells, NE; Barbara (1866-?) married Frank Havlik, 
Wahoo, NE: Joseph, Omaha, NE; Veronika married a Bartle, St. 
Paul, NE; Mary married a Tichacek, Linwood, NE; and Frank, South 
Omaha, NE. 

Amiel and Eva Keller 
Amiel Keller and Eva LeGrand were married Febr. 1924 and 

moved to the Keller farm 3½ mi. southeast of Morse Bluff. Amiel 
and Eva were active in Saint George's Catholic Church. Amiel was 
Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus Council #3736. In 1967 
the Kellers moved to Fremont, NE. Amiel died in 1972. Children: 
Dale .K married Irene Kelly, has 5 children, lives in Omaha and is a 
_business manager; Lloyd married Janet Haun, has 3 children lives in 
Omaha and is a registered professional engineer. 

Frederick and Augnsta Keller 
Frederick Keller (3-8-1832) and Augusta Boetger (4-24-1837) were 

born and married in Germany where Frederick was a shoemaker. 
Four children were born in Germany. Frederick came to America, 
leaving his family, about 1870. He worked in Fremont for the Union 
Pacific until he had enough money to send for his family. When 
they arrived, their youngest child became ill, died and was buried in 
Barnard Park. They homesteaded 4' mi. southeast of Morse Bluff. 
Their house was a one-room frame building with an attic ideal for 
storing acorns. Their furniture and clothing were home-made. 
Indians would peek in the windows and were usually hungry. Mrs. 
Keller gave them bread to eat. Their children were: Paul, Minnie, 
Otto, Ida and Rosa. . 

Paul and Veronica Keller 
Paul Keller, born 1-3-1859, Germany and Veronica Cersovsky, 

born 12-10-1869, Austria, were married in Wahoo, 3-8-1886. They 
observed their 60th anniversary in 1945. Both died in 1950. Their 
first home was on the Frederick Keller homestead southeast of 
Morse Bluff. In 1888 they moved to a new home 1½ mi. west of 
their old home, enlarging this new house in 1905. They moved into 
Cedar Bluffs in 1913. Otto and Anna Brockman Keller lived on their 
farm from 1913-1918. Herman and Amiel Keller farmed the land 
together from 1918-1924. Herman and his wife, Burnley, lived on 
the farm until 1924 when they moved to Washington, D.C. From 
1924 to 1967 Amie! and his wife, Eva, made it their home. The farm 
remains in the Keller family even though at the present time no 
Keller lives there. Paul and Veronica had 10 children, 4 dying in in­
fancy and Rosa Beck, Otto, Paul Jr., Herman, Amiel and Luella 
Burnett. 

Amiel and Eva with Dale and Lloyd 
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Charles A. and Anna Killian 
Charles A., born in Bohemia, son of Thomas and Katy Mares 

Killian, came to the U.S. as an infant. -The family in 1868 came to 
Bohemia precinct and were among the early settlers of the com­
munity. On 7-26-1883 Charles was married to Anna, daughter of 
Michael and Anna Zelezna of Omaha. Charles started in the well and 
windmill business and extended his business to include farm im­
plements. He served on the school board and was -active in civic af­
fairs. They had 9 children: Thomas J. (1884), Carrie (1885), 
Raymond (1888), Milada (1890), Anna (1891), Leonard (1893), 
Victor (1896), Karl (1898) and Roland (1900). 

Pat McGinn 
Leonard Killeen 

Frank and Anna Klappal 
Frank and Anna Klappal, both born in-Moravia, were married in 

Moravia, 2-10-1877. In 1885 they decided to come to America. For a 
short time they lived at Cedar Hill before moving to 2nd and Rose 
Street (Mary Rezac home) in 1887. Here they resided until their 
deaths, Mrs, Klappal in 1937 and Mr. Klappal in 1941. Frank was a 
tailor by trade, working from his home. Both Frank and Anna were 
quiet, unassuming people, well ·liked by their neighbors and com­
munity. They were the parents of five sons and five daughters, two 
of whom· died in infancy. The sons were: Frank Jr., Stanley E., Emil 
L., and Joe R, none of Whom remained iri the area. The daughters, 
Anna Uiban and Rosa Thompson, continued to reside in this area. 
Mary Lysinger and Julia Brunner moved out of the state. 

Eman T. and Anna Kovar 
Eman T., born 3-7-1905, one of 6 children of John and Barbara 

Kolika Kovar, Schuyler, NE, and Anna, born 11-16-1902, Linwood, 
one of 11 children of Julius and Frances Macholan Ustohal, were 
married in 1926. They moved to Morse Bluff shortly before 
Celebrating their 60th anniversary. Eman died 5-30-1986. Anna 
moved to Birchwood Manor in North Bend. Their children are·: Ann 
(1-9-1927), Betty (3-17-1928), and Emanuel (4-22-1934). 

Kovar's grandson, 
Emanuel Kovar 
and his Wife,. lhe 
former Linda 
Buchholtz 

Bill and Shirley Kracl 
Bill, born 3-3-1922 to Louis and_ Frances Slavik Kracl in Schuyler 

and Shirley Cleveland Woltemade, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ar1 
Cleveland of Cuba, KS, were married 8-22-1959 in Morse Bluff 
Aftet attending school in Schuyler, Bill moved with.his parents 
Morse in 1936 w:p.ere they began farming 2 mi. s. and 2 mi. e. 
Morse. Bill served in the Seabee's during 1945-46 and then returne 
home to farm. They built a new home in 1960. Shirley worked 
Penneys in Fremont for several years. Biil served on the ·Dist. 
School Board, and now serves on the Precinct Board. He has been-: 
fireman for a number of years. Children: Mick W Oltemade of Sa1 
Francisco, Dave Woltemade of Morse, and Don Kracl, living 
home. Two grandchildren. 

Bill and Shirley Kracl's home, Bill and Elsie, children of Louis.Kr: 

Lonis and Frances Kracl 
Louis and Frances Slavik Kracl moved to the Morse area fr, 

Schuyler in 1936 settling 2 mi. s. and 2. mi. e. where they farm 
Children: Bill, 1922, Morse; Elsie, 1924, married _Lumir Ratkovec 
O'Neill, NE; Helen, 1926, married Pete Halmes, Plattsm'outh; .: 
Alden, 192g, married Arlene Chesely, Bruno, NE. Francis died 
1952. Louis continued to live on the farm until 197.9 when he mo~ 
to Birchwood Manor Nursing Home in North Bend. He died Aug 
1983. 

Frank and Margaret Krause 
Frank Krause, born 1-18-1833, Baden-Baden, Germany 

Margaret (Maggie) Hutchings, born in Wisconsin, were ma 
5-5-1869. Frank Krause came to U.S. in 1854 with his parents.' 
landed in New Orleans and settled in Wisconsin. There 
remained until moving to Saunders· County. Frank took 
homestead and a soldier's claim southeast of Morse in sectio 
His family owned the land until the death of Harry and Gi 

Krause in 1973 when it was s'Old to James Williams. Frank K' 
died 1-14-1916 and his wife, Maggie, died in 1930. Their chi 
were: Albert E. (1870-1951); Elizabeth (1872-?); Fran 
(1873-1959); Lucy A. (1876-1949); Alexander (1879-1951); Cl 
(1881-1947); Mabel (1884-1947); Harry (1886-1973); and G 
(1888-1973). 
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0.0. (Sticks) Ladenberger with the Krause brothers, George and 
Alexander (Moss) 

Frank and Sarah Krause 
Frank J. Krause, born 2 and½ mi. e. of Morse Bluff to Frank and 

Margaret Krause, and Sarah McGinn, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Patrick McGinn, Sr. born in Ireland, were married 2-21-1906 at the 
St. Augustine (Malloy) Church. Frank taught school at Dist. 51 and 
Dist 14 before accepting the rural mail carrier position. He served 
several terms on the Dist .. 14 school board. They lived at the top of 
the hill on Victoria Street, the present location of the Francis 
Fischer residence-. Frank and Sarah were parents of 6 children: 
Mamie Gaughen, Francis, Leona, Hazel Leonovicz, Eileen Peterson, 
and George. Mamie lives in North Bend. Eileen lives in Omaha. The 
other children and parents are -deceased. 

1 

Harry and George Krause 
The Krause brothers, Harry and George were better known as Jim 

and Boney. Jim was born 9-28-1886 and Boney, 8-24-1888. Neither 
married. They lived on the Krause homestead southeast of Morse. 
In their youth they were considered top baseball players with the 
champion Morse Bluff team. They were also known for their shun­
ning of modern machines. They depended upon horses for all their 
fanning. The school children in the 50's and 60's knew them for the 
annual watermelon feed they put on at school. Harry (Jim) died of a 
heart attack on 11-26-1973. George (Boney) died the next day, 
11-27-1973. They were the last of the Frank and Margaret Krause 
family who first came to this location in 1869. 

Harry Krause 
ready to husk 
com 

Randall Kremlacek 
Randy, one of 7 children of Joe and Lorraine Kremlacek, born 

5-23-1960, grew up on a farm s. of Prague, NE, graduating from 
Prague High in 1978. He now lives on the Joe Virka farm ½ mi. e. 
and 2 mi. s. of Morse. His many interests include skiing and travel­
ing. He is a member of the Catholic Church. Randy is manager of the 
Morse Bluff elevator. 

Andrew V. and Rose Kucera 
Andrew, born 11-17-1900, son of John and Mary Nemec Kucera, 

and Rose, born 5-18-1901, daughter of Joseph and Fances Vojtech 
Vyhlidal, were married 10-12-1926 at Cedar Hill. After therr··mar­
riage, they lived near Linwood and Abie. In 1929 they bought the 
John Buresh farm, southwest of Morse Bluff. They sold this farm in 
1946 and moved near Schuyler for 2 years before moving a mile east 
of Linwood. Rose died 11-24-1970. A few years later Andrew and 
son, John, moved to Schuyler where they are presently living. 
Children: John G., born 9-4-1927; and Rosie, Mrs. Ray Stranik, born 
9-15-1936. 

Andrew .and Rose with John and Rosie 

Pat McGinn 
Joe Shanahan 
Joe Kucera 
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Arthur and Emma Ladenburger Francis and Eldora Ladenburg 
Art, born 10-7-1873 on a farm near Morse to Moritz and Carolyn 

Ladenburger, married Emma Malloy, daughter of Joseph and Jane 
Malloy, on 5-12-1902. Although in 1908-1909 he owned a furniture 
store in Morse, Art was more widely known for his livestock and oil 
busi:hess. In 1953 the Omaha Stockyards honored him as one of the 
oldest consistent shippers to the Omaha market. Art and Emma 
were parents of 3 sons - Francis, Thomas, and Leo - and 2 daughters 
- Caroline Sidner, and Ethel Hansen. Emma died in 1937; Art in 
1959. 

Leo, Ethel Hansen, Tom Seated: Francis, Art 

Ernest and Alice Ladenburger 
Ernest, born near Morse in 1910 to Otto and Amalie Stuchlik 

Ladenburger, andAiice, born near Morse I.lluffin 1915_ to James and 
Elizabeth .Polivka Franta, were married 1-31-1938 in St. John's 
Catholic Church in Prague, NE. They first lived near Morse and then 
moved to the farm where Ernest was born 3 mi. s:, 1 mi. e. then 2 
~i. s. of Morse Bluff where they raised their family. Children: 
Loretta, Mrs. Jack Kloke Of Ames, NE; Joan, Mrs. Kenneth Loeffler; 
Dorthy, Mrs, Daniel Parr; Janice, fylrs. James Paulas; Betty, Mrs. 
Stephen Boothe; and Robert Who married Cindy Riley; all of 
Fremont; and Gary who married Charlene Prochaska; and Daniel 
who married Jean Benes; both of North Bend. All 8 children 
graduated from North Bend High. The Ladenburgers have farmed 
all their lives and are members of St. George's Catholic Church. 
Ernest has served on the Dist. 79 school board, the township bo_ard, 
and was one of the parishioners that helped build the _St. George's 
Catholic Church in 1955. 

The Ernest Ladenburger Family 

The Moritz Ladenburg Family 
Standing: Mary, Arthur J., Joe, Otto Seated: Molly, Mother Anna 
with Baby Elizabeth, Emma With Moritz 

Francis, born 2~28-1906, -son of Art and Emma Ladenburg of 
Morse Bluff and Eldora Benedict Mounts, born 7-17-1907 in 
Creighton, NE, to Guy and Ann Benedict, were married 6-27-1958 
at St. Joe's Church in Colon. Eldora grew up in Creighton, 
graduating there. A secretary for 42 years, she and her 1st husband 
Richard Mounts operated Mounts Dental Laboratory in Omaha, 
later a sporting goods store in North Bend. Eldora was sec'y at Mead 
Ordnance Plant 5 years and at Gambles in Fremont 12 years. After 
Richard's death, Eldora married Francis. Francis gr~w up in Morse, 
received a Purple Heart while serving as a Sergeant in the Army in 
Europe in WWII, then living with his father until marriage. He 
farmed and raised cattle, and worked at Ladenburg Oil. Francis 
served on the Town Board, involved with the sale of the town park, 
and blacktopping the town streets. Francis and Eldora were ·strong 
supporters of the Catholic Church and donated generously to the 
purchase of some of the stained glass windows and all the new pews 
for the church. Eldora and Francis el\)◊-yed several winters in 
Hawaii after retirement. Francis died 7-30-81. Eldora Ilow lives in 
Omaha. 

The Moritz Ladenburg Family 
Morit_z was born 9-14-1839 in Zobingen, Wurtemburg, Germany. 

He married Caroline Krause (6-12-1846 - 7-21-1891). He came to the 
U.S. in 1866, was in the saloon business in Chicago 3 years, moved 
to Fremo·nt, NE, where he owned ar:i.d operated the first brewery in 
that city _for 5 years, and homesteaded 80 acres on Sand Creek in 
Saunders County in 1868- In the early 1900''s he owned 70 acres n. 
of Morse Bluff. Caroline died in 1891; Moritz married Anna Uhl in 
1893 and moved to Colurribus, NE in 1903. Children: Joseph, Ar­
thllr, Otto, Valentine, Mrs. H.F: Malloy, Elizabeth·ofDodge, Mrs. Ed 
Branigan of Columbus, Ari.na, Rosa, and Katherine .of Columbus. 
Four daughters died as infants: Ida, Sophia, Ottilia, and Anna. They 
are buried at St. Mary's cemetery, Cedar Bluffs. 
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0. 0. Ladenburger Fred and Lois Lambley 
o.O. "Sticks" Ladenburger, remembered for his derby hat and 

cane, was a familiar sight at Morse Bluff baseball games, either 
keeping score or managing the team. He was well known in 
Saunders County where he conducted cornhusking contests. He 
helped his father farm until he was 21, then worked for others and 
after 1910 conducted a poolroom and confectionery business in 
Morse Bluff. In later years he operated carnival conce_ssions 
throughout the state at county fairs. 0.0. Ladenburger was the son 
of Moritz and Caroline Ladenburger, born in 1880, living in Chester 
precinct, and later moving to the Morse area. In 1905 he lost a leg in 
an accident. He died in Morse Bluff in 1951. 

Tom and Marie Ladenburg 
Tom was born on his parents farm near Cedar Bluffs. Both Tom 

and Marie graduated from Fremont High, later married, and in 1945 
moved to Morse .Bluff-where Tom worked_ for his father, A.J. 
Ladenburg in the oil business. Since Tom's stroke in 5-2.1-1986, he 
and Marie have moved to .Fre_mont where they are enjoying old 
friends there. Tom: belonged to the Eagles Lodge and Marie worked 
in Frem_ont 25· years, part of that time as manager of the Spence 
Shoppe. Tom and Marie belong to the St. Patrick's Church. 
Children: Arthur and Sharon attended grade school in Morse, and 
graduated from St. Patricks High in Fremont and the University of 
Nebraska. Arthur also graduated from the U.S. War College in 
Carlisle, PA. He, his wife K3.y, and son and daughter lived in South 
America where he has been with the U ,S. Dept. of State; they now 
live in• Vienna, VA. Sharon and husband Monte West own and 
operate the award winning West Homes Inc. They have one son. 

Above-Tom and Marie Ladenburg 
Below-Arjay, Sharon, Monte West, Kay, Linda, Arthur 

Fred, born in Omaha, and Lois McBride, born in Tecumseh, were 
married 7-19-1961 in Oakland, NE. They came to the Morse Bluff 
area from Albion, NE, in 1976 and built a home 2 mi. w. of town. 
Fred, teacher and coach at NBC High has been honored repeatedly 
for his efforts as basketball coach at North Bend. Lois, is editor of 
the North Bend Eagle, which has been a top award winner in the 
state for 10 consecutive years. Lois won the National Women of 
Achievement Award from the National Federation of Press Women 
in 1985, the first time· a Nebraskan has won the award. Children: 
Bryce, teacher and coach at Fremont Junior High designed the 
Morse Bluff Centennial Logo; Kevin, wife Becky, manages a Colby 
Ridge Popcorn and Ice Cream store; Scott, student at Kearney State 
College; Jason, senior at NBC; and Megan, a kindergartener at Dist. 
14. 

Charles Linden Leach 
Charles Linden Leach was born January .11, 1976 at Shelbyville, 

Illinois. His wife, Pluma Chambers Leach, was born March 12, 1890 
at Craig, Nebraska. They were married December 11, 1907 at 
Omaha. To this union five children were born: Ravha, born 
September, 1910 at Hooper. She married Art Menke. He is deceased 
and she lives in Silver Springs, Maryland; Alta, born May, 1913 at 
Fremont. She married Victor Hartford and they live in Cedar Bluffs; 
Kathryn, born July, 1917 at Williston, North Dakota. She married 
Alvin Jensen. He is deceased and she lives in Fremont, Nebraska; 
Charles, Jr., born March, 1918 at Williston, North Dakota. He is 
deceased; Josephine, born April, 1931 at Morse Bluff, Nebraska. 
She married Dwayne "Pete" Hansen and they live in Fremont. Mr. 
Leach had worked for the railroad for many years, and had sus­
tained a severe injury. Unable to work for the railroad, ·the family 
moved to Morse Bluff about 1925. Mrs. Leach became the manager 
of the Leach Boarding House on the corner of _2nd & Victoria 
Streets. They operated the boarding house for several years, cook­
ing many meals for people, before moving to Cedar Bluffs about 
1943. 

Fred and Mary Lees 
Fred, born 9-25-1908 to Frank and Fannie Lees, and Mary, born 

8-24-1910 to Anton and Christine Brabec of Wahoo, were married in 
Wahoo. They came t0: Morse in 1941 where they live_d on a.farm s.w. 
of town. Fred was 'both a farmer and a carpenter. Sons Don and 
Fred helped with the field work. Fred built 20 houses in eastern 
Nebraska and remodeled many. The family was active in many 
organizations; Mary was member of the Just Neighbors Extension 
Club for years. Fred and Mary left Morse in the late 1960's aild built 
a new homes. of Fremont. In 1980 they retired to Green Valley, AZ. 
Children: Don, born 1932, married Ruth Ernst, lives in Omaha; 
Merle, 1936, married Paul Slavik; Eileen, 1937, married Don 
Johnson; and Fred Jr., 1940, married Marilyn Nichols. 

Mary and Fred Lees 

To the left-The Lambleys: Bryce, ,Jason, 
Fred, Lois, Megan in front, Becky, Kevin, 
and Scott 

99 




