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Churches 

Protestant 
Before Morse Bluff was platted there was a settle­

ment six miles south and two miles east of present day 
Morse Bluff known as Spring Creek. Here lived the 
Fleming, Wilson, Wilcox, Gidley, and Farris families. 
Nearby were also other families as Settles, Wolfe, 
Tawney and Roberts. There was a blacksmith shop, a 
post office, a school and a church. The church became 
a Methodist church around 1912. Before that church 
services were conducted by ministers available. As a 
Methodist church it was active only a few years. In 
February 1921 the church building was sold to James 
McDaniel for $457 .50. The Spring Creek Ladies Aid 
Society continued meeting once a month and con­
tributed to the Morse Bluff Methodist church until the 
late 1950's. 

As more protestant families moved into the Morse 
Bluff area they attended church at Cedar Bluffs or 
Spring Creek. The river prevented them from attend­
ing regularly in North Bend. Transportation was the 
main problem of these earlier settlers causing them to 
want a closer church. 

Before a church was established Sunday School was 
held on Sunday afternoons in a school house southeast 
of Morse Bluff. Mr. Meecham was the first Sunday 
School superintendent being assisted by Miss Selina 
Bignell. Rev. Inches, a Presbyterian minister from 
North Bend, Nebraska also conducted church services 
on Sunday afternoons. Later this school building was 
moved to a hill side one mile south and one-half mile 
east, known as Buchholtz hill. Itinerant ministers 
served the community with no particular denomina­
tion meeting in available places as the school house 
and even in the taverns. The dream of these pioneers 
was to have an organized congregation with a house of 
worship. 

Reverend J.R. Jordon, first minister of the Methodist Church. 

Wahoo Wasp 3/7/1901: Funeral for Joe Malloy, an old settl.er, was 
held Thursday. 

In 1913 this dream became a reality. Much of the 
realization of that dream has been attributed to the 
leadership of Rev. Mory, a retired minister, Rev. 
Brock, a student minister from Spring Creek, Rev. J .R. 
Jordon and Jay person J.G. Wilson. On October 7, 1913 
the First Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 
Morse Bluff with the following trustees elected: W.R. 
Bignell, Fred Bignell, Miss Cora Skinner, E.R. 
Sandburg, and A.J. Edmiston. The church was housed 
for a short period in buildings on the main street with 
regular services beginning immediately. 

The task of raising funds for a church building began 
with the support of the congregation and local 
business men. When the fund reached $2,700 a 
building committee, E.E. Wolf, Fred Bignell and W.R. 
Bignell was elected. On October 26, 1913 a plan was 
presented and adopted .to build a 28' x 40' building 
with a belfry tower to house a bell from a South 
Omaha Church. The church was to be located on Lots 
7 and 8 in Block 5. 

In January 1914 J.W. Paseska laid the basement 
foundation and corner stone for forty cents an hour 
and donated ten percent of his work. The carpenter 
did likewise. Mr. McMasters was in charge of the con­
struction. 

Methodist church and manse, 1914. 
(Klug lumber yard to the left) 

Dedicatory services were held the week-end of June 
27-28, 1914 conducted by Dr. Williams, District 
Superintendent. 

In October 1914 the property next to the church was 
purchased to serve as the parsonage for $1,400. This 
parsonage was rented whenever the minister did not 
live in Morse Bluff and was sold to William Pabian in 
March 1948 for $1,575.00. At the present time it is 
part of the Libbie Racek estate. 

The Epworth League was an active youth organiza­
tion of the church in the 1920's and 1930's. - On 
November 17, 1934 the District Booth Festival was 
held in Morse Bluff with 175 guests registered for the 
dinner @30 cents a plate. The Ladies Aid Society 
served roast beef, potatoes, macaroni and tomatoes, 
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1931-District #54: Row 1: Bob Shanahan, Leo Shanahan, Edwin 
Racek Row 2: Albert Kavan, Joe Kavan, Leonard Hines, George 
Hynek, Ervin Hines, George Kavan, Loren Racek, Tom Shanahan 
Row :·3: Irene Kavan, Helen Kavan, Geraldine Beranek, Marie Hines 
Row 4: Marie Racek, Libbie Stranik, Evelyn Racek, Adeline Kavan, 
Adeline Beranek, Mildred Kavan, Ann Tenopir, Lillian Hines 

children. Mathias Racek was the director of the school 
board. Family names included Beranek, Bignell, 
Fleming, Jones, Malloy, Kavan, Racek, Shanahan, 
Sousek, Welty and Zakovec. 

In 1923 the southeast part of the district became 
part of District #79, a newly formed district southeast 
of District #54. 

Early teachers included Mary Fleming, Maggie 
Krause, Mary A. Malloy, Katie Howard, Will F. Smith, 
Mary O'Connon and C.A. Pancost. Teachers that can 
still be remembered are Alice Hines, Mary L. Franta, 
Christine Jerabek, Ethel Ladenburger, Gladys Malloy, 
Libbie Stranik, Mildred Mundy, Violet Carlson, 
Georgia Sudik, Raymond Vopalensky, Maude Harms, 
Norma A. Nelson, Vernette Anderson, Angelyn Wese­
ly, Nadine Ladenburger Racek, Bonnie Pabian 
Roberts, Madeline Tenopir, Sophie Havelka, Maxine 
Wesely, Alice Marshalek, Opal Scott, Bernice Kodad, 
Connie Kudlacek and Mary Robinson. Family names 
appearing on census records in later years included 
Soukup, Gaskill, Virka, Zakovec, Beranek, Racek, 
Kavan, Paseka, Vacha!, Hynek, Tenopir, Shanahan, 
Lees, Borer, Thege, Hines, Tawney and Bauer. 

The present board members are Francis Zakovec, 
Debhie Kavan and Larry Racek. Donna Vacha who 
taught from 1966 to 1973 returned to District #54 in 
1980 and continued teaching through the 1986-1987 
school year. There are nine pupils enrolled in grades 
K-6. The older pupils in the district attend North Bend 
Central Junior-Senior High School,· a Class Six Rural 
High School. 

The Jensen family moved into the District in 
October 1985 ending the five and one-half year 
"reign" of all boys. Stacy Jensen enrolled as a second 
grader in 1985 and her sister, Kristen entered 
Kindergarten in the fall of 1986. 

District #77 schoolhouse 

District #77 
District #77 was located two and one-half miles 

south and two and one-half miles west of Morse Bluff 
in section 2 of Bohemia precinct. The school census 
taken by Joseph Pabian in 1888 shows the following 
family names: Pabian, Ondracek, Novak, Satorie, 
Bauer, Dvorak, Bartosh, Hines, Matjicek, Sloup and 
Vyhlidal. Other names appearing over the years in­
cluded Steinbach, Chvatal, Kavan, McGinn, Hynek, 
Vech, Thege, Wesely, Nesladek and Dolezal. 

The district had two buildings in its history. The first 
was the typical one room school house. As near as can 
be determined the second was built around 1915. In­
formation received stated that Frank Dolezal built the 
second building. It is said that he gave the district the 
money in cash and also donated labor to build it. The 
one room school house was moved to the Dolezal farm­
stead where it was converted into a machine shed. 

District #77: Front: Frank Pabain, Erne~t Dolezal, Victor Pabian, 
Frank Byhlidal, Lawrence Dolezal. Back: George Vyhlidal, Wayne 
LeGrande, Bernard Vech, Tom Pabian, Mike Pabian, Marvin 
McGinn 
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The teachers since 1920 included Anna Vech, Lillian 
Vech, James E. Vech, Clara Havelka, Ludmila 
Rerucha, Christina Jerabek, Mrs. C. Navrkal, Frances 
Bresee, Wilma Shavlik, Emily Stuchlik, Adeline 
Dvorak, Bernice Wernsman, Lillian Hines, Eleanor 
Belik, Irene Kubik, Marilyn Pabian, Maxine Fencl, 
Joan Musiel, Ilene Hynek, Marlene Fencl Thege, Ethel 
Finegan, Trina Hakel and Mae Belle Dodendorf. 

District #78, School- picnic, 1930 

District #78 
School District #78 was organized March 29, 1923 to 

provide a school that was closer to attend and to help 
with a large enrollment in Districts #80 and #86. Sec­
tions 31, 32, and 33 from District #86 in Bohemia 
precinct and sections 4, 5, and 6 from Chester precinct 
formed District #78. 

A new building was built by J.P. Shavlik and son of 
Morse Bluff at the cost of $3,240. The first school 
board members were E.O. Thege, Rudy E. Kavan, and 
John L. Hajek. The first teacher was Martha Thege. 
Her salary was $75 for teaching and $5 for fuel to heat 
the building. She had to furnish the fuel for that $5. 
Family names on the sch,001 census were Tomes, 
Bright, Kavan, Wirka, Lodi, Navrkal, Thege and 
Hajek. 

The teachers the following years included Clara 
Bunda, F.A. Kavan, Edward Cejka, Gwendola 
Thorson, Wilma Shavlik, Rilla Kohler, Blanche Kriz, 
Olga Dolezal, Anne Walla, Lillian Brecka, Neva 
Tichacek, Evelyn Ruzicka, LaVina Voboril, Marie E. 
Eckstein, Adeline Dvorak, Emily Ladenburger, Betty 
Vacha!, Rosalie Dauel, Shirley Moerker, Donna Wirka, 
and Amelia Renard. 

The district's final school year was the 1967-1968 
school year with Edith Chapman as teacher. The last 
eighth grade graduates in 1967 were Regina Codr and 
Cheryl Hovorka. In June 1970 the district merged with 
the Morse Bluff school. Cyril Codr, Richard J. Thege 

District #78, May 1967: Teacher, Edith Chapman, Cheryl 
Hovorka, Henrietta Codr, Regina Codr, Judy Nelson, Cindy Nelson_ 

and Edward Hovorka served on the final school board 
of the district. 

District #79 
The history of District #79 goes back to 1923. Over 

crowded conditions in Districts #34, #54, #91 and #92 
plus patrons wanting a shorter distance to a school 
house prompted petitions for the formation of District 
#79 on April 12, 1923. The school house was located 
four miles south and two miles east of Morse Bluff in 
Section 9, Township 16, Range 6 in Douglas precinct. 

District #79 

I.D. Wolfe, Walter Fleming and T.M. Settles were 
elected to the school board. Louise Berge, teacher, 
started the 1924-1925 school year, resigned during the 
year and was replaced by Naomi Benson. Other 
teachers that followed were Mildred Emig, Mamie 
Krause, Irene Bartosh, Bernice Miners, Elaine Rood, 
Mable Frahm, Fern Fisher, Anne Rassmussen, 
Bernadine Holtorf, Laverne Lindgren, Ruth Nelson, 
Elva Schutlz, Lillian Vech, Maxine Jambor, Ardith 
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District #79, about 1930: Mamie Krause, teacher. Boys: Leon Set­
tles, Harold Wolfe, Lynn Settles, Donald Fleming, Ed Wolfe, LeRoy 
Settles, Dean Settles. Girls: Jean Wolfe, Cecilia Sousek, Vivian 
Lemke, Dorothy and Gertrude Shanahan, Helen Wolfe, Jean Flem­
ing, Phyllis Roberts, Odette Fleming, Clare Shanahan, Joy Roberts, 
Lillian Lemke 

Moser, Marjorie Moser Hynek, Leona Karpisek, Bonnie 
Roberts, Irene Cihacek and Georgia Shmirka. 

Family names of the district included Cerny, 
Fleming, Ladenburger, Lemke, Malloy, McDaniel, 
McHenry, Roberts, Settles, Schauer, Shanahan, 
Sousek, Wesely, and Wolfe. 

The district contracted the pupils for the years 
1960-1964 to other districts, due to low enrollment 
and a teacher shortage. On April 6, 1964 the school 
district was dissolved, part merging with District #34 
and the rest with District #14. Board members in 1964 
were James J. Cerny, Ernest J. Ladenburger and Tom 
Roberts. 

District #79 on the way to it$ new location in Morse Bluff 

The school house was sold to the Morse Bluff 
American Legion and moved to Second and Ann 
Streets in Morse Bluff. It was remodeled and is used 
for the American Legion and Auxiliary meetings and 
other community activities. 

District #86 

District #86 
Venzel and Anna Cerny deeded one acre square of 

land in the NE¼ of NW½ of section 29, township 17, 
range 5 in Bohemia precinct to District #86 for the sum 
of $5 on March 13, 1874. Shortly after the execution 
and delivery of the deed, the public road was moved 
and the school site was also moved to its present loca­
tion. The new location was fenced by Albert Cerny 
and has remained there through a quit claim deed by 
Marie Cerny in 1930. 

The last school building was built through an agree­
ment with the moderator Jacob Ka van, treasurer 
Phillip Walla and the carpenter August Kletke of 
Linwood, Nebraska at a meeting on July 23, 1900. The 
agreement contract was for the labor charge of $212 
with material supplied by District #86, said school to 
be completely built in 25 days. 

The largest enrollment took place in the year 
1898-1899 with a total of 71 pupils. Teacher that year 
was Joseph F. Reznicek. The pupils were Annie, 
Neman, Oba and Raimer Bouma; John Bures; Annie, 
August and Frank Divis; Helen, Julia, Mary and 
Raymond Docekal; John Hajek; Celia and Helen Hamr­
dla; Edward Homer; Gustie, Josie and Will Jelinek; 
Annie, Charles, Emil, Emila, Fannie, James, Mary, 
Milada, Rosy, Rudolph and Stasie Kavan; John, Joseph 
and Rudolph Krska; Anna, Anton, Anton, Barbara, 
Charles, Fannie, James, Josie and Joseph Mensik; 
Anton and Gustie Navrkal; Emil, Frank, James, Mary 
and Tony Pernicek; Anton and Frank Rehak, John 
Reznicek; Anna, Anton, Emma, Frank, Frank, Helen, 
John, Joseph, Louis, Mary, Mary and VictoriaShavlik; 
Josie Trajiblik; Edward, James, Julia, Louis and 
Phillip Walla. 

The teachers from 1890 to 1970 were Mary Novacek, 
Anna Malloy, Lizzie Carter, O.T. Tabler, Joseph F. 
Reznicek, Mary Bors, Emma Christensen, Margaret M. 
Wood, Adela Stecker, Mabel Ably, Mary Jirovsky, 
Anna L. Cerny, Emma Cherny, Anna Koutnik, Ed­
ward Peltz, Clara Novak, Blanche Scott, Irene Bar­
tosh, Mabel Frahm, Irene Herman, Arnold Edmiston, 
Mildred Mazanec, Emma Brezina, Olga Dolezal, 
Adeline Ruzicka, Adela Vrsak, Viola Macholan, 
George Hlavinka, Jean Dworak, Margaret Flynn, Joan 
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Strauss, Geraldine Rolenc, Marcella Hladky, Emily 
Ladenburger, Jean Shavlik, Mae Belle Dodendorf, 
Bonnie Roberts and Leona Duda. 

On August 20, 1970 a farewell picnic was held for all 
former students and teachers with a large crowd in at­
tendance. 

District #86, 1946, teacher, Viola Macholan. LeRoy Homer, Freddy 
Homer, Edna Kasper, Marjorie Navrkal, Arthur Kasper, Bernard 
Kavan 

District #91 
District #91 is located four miles east and one and 

one-half mile south of Morse Bluff in Morse Bluff 
precinct, section 35, township 17, range 6. 

The first record of the district in 1878 lists the direc­
tor as E.D. Malloy. There were seventeen pupils 
enrolled. 

The first school census on file was in 1886 with E. 
Magher as director. Family names included Magher, 
Williams, Fleming, Wheeler, Lemke, Ranselm, 
Hartford, Hanson and LeGrande. 

District #91, schoolhouse before 1938 

In 1923 the southwest part of the district was at­
tached to District #79, a newly formed district. In 1938 
the present brick building was constructed. Family 
names appearing on the record the past fifty years in­
clude Blatny, Dwyer, Fencl, Hanson, Hartford, 
Huscher, Jessen, Jones, Kiser, Konecky, Kubr, Leigh, 

District #91, schoolhouse after 1938 

Lively, Miller, Pospisil, Ranselm, Seivers, Sweet, Vech 
and Zakovec. 

The annual Christmas program and a district picnic 
at the close of the school year have traditional 
highlights. 

Among the teachers in the past were Wanda Brabec, 
Janice Odvody, Marjorie Lindgren, Martha Settles, 
Florence Blanchard, Jennie Esty, Wilma Spencer, 
Donna Vacha, Marie Rezac, Nadine Racek, Mercedes 
Moser, Mary Ann Wesely, Wilma Racek Havlovic, 
Margaret Williams, Mary Ellen Nick, Lillian Vech, 
Bernita Gaughen, Mrs. Jimmie Stave, Jr., Jeanne 
Wolfe, Bernice Vopalensky, Marie Vavra, Clara Bunda 
and Helen Kaplan. 

The 1986-1987 school year had a K-6 enrollment of 
seven with Maretta Lindgren as teacher. School board 

Anderson. 

District #91, 1987 
Maretta Lindgren 
Row 1: 
Bruce Hajek 
Corina Brabec 
Angela Anderson 
Row 2: 
Curtis Brabec 
Rebecca Anderson 
Melinda Hartford 
Crystal Johnson 

members are Eugene Hartford, Susan Hajek and Bryan 
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Morse Bluff Volunteer Fire 
Department 

According to a twenty-five year history written by 
Frank E. Lehmer in 1933 the Morse Bluff Volunteer 
Fire Department was organized at a meeting held 
December 21, 1908. The following officers were 
elected, H.D. Mackprang, president; J.J. Janovec, 
secretary; Ed Walla, treasurer; and N.C. Wagner, fire 
chief. There were 30 members in 1908. 

The equipment purchased the first few years was 
not recorded except for a couple of ladders. Later 
years show the first pumper purchased in January 
1948 from the North Bend Fire Department for $1600. 
The second pumper was purchased in January 1975 
from Wahoo. The present pumper was gotten 
September 1,985. Other equipment included a 4 x 4 
weed wagon in 1978, a tanker in August 1964, another 
tanker in 1982 and a van in 1986. 

Major fires from 1927 to 1973 are featured in 
another article. There was a house fire in 1951 where 
the Mary Thompson residence was almost completely 
destroyed by fire. 

A Rural Fire District was organized first as a merger 
with the North Bend Rural Fire District. As the Morse 
Bluff district area was expanded this merger was 
dissolved in June 1973 and Morse Bluff formed their 
own fire district. Fire phones for the new district were 
installed December 1, 1974. The first Rural Board con­
sisted of Joe Fencl, president; Ray Racek, vice presi­
dent; Joe Van Ampting, secretary-treasurer; Marvin 
Hines and Tom Stranik, directors. 

Morse Bluff Volunteer Fire Department Hall 

Construction of a new fire hall was started in 1977. 
Dedication of this hall was held August 12, 1979. 

An annual oyster supper has been held for many 
Years, the first being February 11, 1930 at the Z.C.B.J. 
Hall. December 17, 1934 this oyster supper was 
changed to include the annual meeting. The place it 
was held changed during the years from the Z.C.B.J. 
Hall to the Legion Club to the Fire Hall. It has also 
changed to an oyster and chili supper. During World 
War II the suppers were discontinued for the duration. 
The fire department has two fund raising activities an-

nually, the dance in July and a pancake feed in 
January or February. 

Major fires since the formation of the rural fire 
district include the Betty Sampson cabin at Wolf's on 
May 10, 1980. North Bend and Cedar Bluff assisted. 
Another fire was at the John Navrkal farm where a 
barn burned. The Ladehoff Grain Elevator was 
destroyed by fire October 28, 1982. 

The 1987 Volunteer Fire Department officers are 
Vernon Virka, fire chief; Gene Kavan, president; 
Keith Racek, secretary-treasurer; Jerry Soukup, 1st 
assistant chief; Dan Bauer, 2nd assistant chief and 
Russ Stricklin, 3rd assistant chief. There are 24 
members on the roll. The two oldest social members 
both 90 years old are James and William Vopalensky. 

American Legion Post #340 
The American Legion Post #340, Morse Bluff, 

Nebraska was organized by Norman Edmiston and 
Frank A. Vlasak in 1923. Frank A. Vlasak was the first 
commander. The American Legion was originally com­
posed of World War I veterans. At present, it is com­
posed of war time Veterans of World War I, World War 
II, Korean conflict and Viet Nam. James Vopalensky is 
the last surviving World War I veteran still living in 
Morse Bluff, Nebraska. 

American Legion Hall, 2nd and Ann Streets 

Prior to World War II, meetings were held in the 
homes of members. The Morse Bluff town hall was the 
meeting place after 1945. The present Legion Hall was 
originally the school-house for District #79, southeast 
of Morse Bluff. In 1964-1965 the Legion members 
moved the building to its present site on the southeast 
corner of 2nd and Ann Streets, constructed a base­
ment under it and remodeled it to fit their needs. 

The Morse Bluff Legion Post is well known for its an­
nual Barbecue for the past 34 years, usually the first 
Sunday in August. The event, open to the public, 
features an open pit chicken barbecue followed by an 
afternoon of games, contests and local talent. The first 
barbecues featured beef. Attendance averages over a 
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thousand people. 
The American Legion Post #340 has been beneficial 

to the community. It has made its facilities available to 
the community. Use of the building has been donated 
to 4H Clubs for their meetings. They sponsor an 
American Legion Baseball program, County Govern­
ment Day in Wahoo, Boys State and Law and Order 
Candidates for students at North Bend Central Junior­
Senior High School. 

The Legion Post contributes to its Auxiliary for pro­
viding gifts and entertainment at Nebraska Veterans 
Hospitals and provides Christmas treats to several. area 
schools. Members visit and give Christmas· treats to 
elderly citizens of the community. A Service Officer is 
available to assist any veteran in time of distress or in 
obtaining benefits through the Veterans Administra­
tion. 

Memorial Day at Killian's Cemetery, 1964 

One of the main projects is the promotion of 
Memorial Day observances with the V.F.W. Post in 
North Bend at three cemeteries at Morse Bluff, three 
in Linwood and one in North Bend. These veterans 
also conduct military funerals when requested for any 
deceased veteran. 

In 1987 the American Legion Post #340 has approx­
imately 160 members. They hold their meetings the 
second Monday night of every month at their club 
rooms. 

The American Legion Post #340 is proud to be part 
of the Morse Bluff community for the past 64 years. 

American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit #340 

The American Legion Auxiliary held its organiza­
tional meeting with Tim Dodge, Legion Commander, 
presiding 3-25-1925. The following were elected: Ruth 
Dorsey, president; Ida Edmiston, vice president; and 
Emma Vrba, sec.-treas. The Unit was chartered 
3-30-1926 by the National Secretary and counter­
signed 4-9-1926 by the Nebraska president and 
secretary. Other charter members were Lillian Dodge, 
Marjorie Vrba, Mrs. Babka, Ann Buchholtz, Viola 

Buchholtz, Sylvia Blanchard, Golda Urban, Mary 
Blanchard and Nettie Zeller. 

In the first years the Legion and Auxiliary met at 
homes of members. Later meetings were held at 
Scott's Lake and at the homes of Mary Racek and 
Kristena Cippera. After 1965 meetings were held at 
the Legion Hall. 

The Auxiliary takes part in many projects and pro­
grams on the National, State and local levels. The 
oldest and best known program is Girl State in Lincoln. 
This Unit has sent 36 girls. The Girl Staters were: 

Mary Minarick Judy Beckman 
Betty Block Nancy Odvody 
Betty Fishel Connie Fleming 
Dorothy Roubal Anne Wilke 
Merle Lees Ann Coen 
Eileen Lees Cindy Kavan 
Joan Nissen Susan Roubal 
Rose Ann Saalfeld Nancy Limbach 
Judy Kovarik Rebecca Rochford 
Marcia Dodge Jean Nelson 
Cecilia V ojtech Lori Hines 
Betty Chapman Diane Beranek 
Virginia Walla Sherry Eaton 
Kathy Snyder Ruth Kavan 
Nancy Vopalensky Elizabeth Borer 
Janet Eason Kate Shanahan 
Karen Moberg Deann Kavan 
Ruth Emanuel Deborah Raus 

The Auxiliary has used various fund raisers, such as 
bake sales, raffles, Country Store, lunches at farm 
sales, special suppers, and donations from their 
members to meet the expenses of their programs. 

The Auxiliary presently has 82 members; 9 are per­
manent members. Meetings are held every second 
Monday afternoon of the month. 

Carpet balls made by Kristena Cippera for an Auxiliary project iri. 
1964 

The Morse Bluff Unit has one Gold Star Mother, Millie Arthur, Fre­
mont,_ NE. She is Jwnored annually at a May tea. 
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Extension Clubs 
Get-together Extension Club 

The First Get-together Exten~ion Club 
Tena Cippera, Erhma Otte, Mary Racek, Clara Vopalensky, Marie 
Vopalensky, Mabel Cippera, Alma Jelinek, ·Rub"y Bauman, Lydia 
Karpisek, Martha Homer. 

The first Get-together extension Club was organized 
during the thirties with 15 members living mostly 
along the Linwood road. During World War II it was 
dissolved due to gas rationing. 

The present Get-together Extension Club was 
organized in November 1947 at the home of Lydia Kar­
pisek with eight members present. They were Lydia 
Karpisek, Vlasta Vopalensky, Mabel Cippera, Esther 
Otte, Lillian Bauer, Juanita Vopalensky, Wilma 
Dvorak and Marge Vopalensky. 

During the fifties the club donated and helped with 
Polio Fnnd Drives, 

Tours to various interesting sites as museums, 
manufacturing plants and historical buildings have 
been taken by the group. 

Get-together Club, 1987 
E~t~er Otte, Dorothy Hynek,_ Wilma Dvorak, Juanita_ Vopalensky, 
Lillian Bauer, Darlene Freeman, Seated: Adeline Hines, Bernice 
Robertson, Agnes .Chvatal (Gladys Soukup not pictured) 

Service projects have continued to be a very impor­
tant activity of the club over the years. In place of a 
member Christmas exchange the members donate 
funds to be used for some worthy project. Other proj­
ects that the club supports annually are entertaining 
senior citizens at Birchwood Manor, North Bend, 
Nebraska at Bingo, donating to the Pennies for Friend­
ship and helping and giving blood at the Bloodmobile. 

Membership has varied through the years from eight 
to fourteen. The 1987 membership is ten. Esther Otte, 
Wilma Dvorak and Juanita Vopalensky have held con­
tinuous membership, 1947-1987. The 1987 qfficers are 
president, Bernice Robertson; vice president, Adeline 
Hines; and secretary-treasurer, Agnes Chvatal. 

Just Neighbors Extension Club 
The Just Neighbors Extension Club was organized 

on September!), 1941 at the home of Mrs. Joe Racek. 
There were thirteen l;idies present. The first officers 
were president, Mrs. Wilfred Wirk;i; and Mrs, Otto 
Hines, secretary-treasurer. Origin,il members included 
Mrs. Amie! Beranek, Mrs. Charles Beranek, Mrs. 
Charles Fencl, Mrs. Edward V. Hines, Mrs. Otto Hines, 
Mrs. Victor Hines, Marie Hines, Mrs. Albin Kavan, 
Mrs. Amie! Keller, Mrs. Ray Odvody, Mrs. Joe R;icek, 
Mrs. Lewis Racek and Mrs. Wilfred Wirka. Many of 
these are decease\!. 

The club celebrated each couples wedding anniver­
sary on every fifth year with an evening party of 
cards,· prizes, refreshments and a gift to the honored 
couple. The members held a charivari for newly mar­
ried young people of parents Who were clul> members. 

Just Neighbors· Extension Cb1b wi'th husbands in 1966 
Standing: Fred and Mary Lees, Otto _H_ines, Agnes and Ed V. •Hines, 
Wilfr~d Wirka, Amiel Keller, Victor Hines, Mary artd Albin Ka van; 
Olga and -Ed Virka, Albert Hines Seated: Fannie Beranek, . Rose 
Hines, Helen Wirka, E':'al Keller, Libbie Hines, Elizabeth Hines. 

It is interesting to note the amount allowed for bills 
incurred by the club officers. In 1954 the foliowing ex­
penses were allowed,-75 cents for lunch and trip to 
Cedar Bluffs; 50 cents for a trip to Cedar Bluffs; 14 
cents for a greeting card and stamp; Club dues in 1946 
were 10 cents a member. 

The Just Neighbors Extension Club donated to 
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